COSHH (Control of Substances Hazardous to Health)--the priorities for the NHS.
Managing COSHH is like managing anything else: define the issues; evaluate the priorities; select management options; implement them and monitor the outcome. In COSHH terms this means inventories, assessments, control measures and auditing. But much of the identification and assessment work should be centralised--after all, the hazards and risks arising from Glutaraldehyde usage or painting with eggshell paints is virtually identical not just across a hospital, but across a District and Region. That is why the Hospital Helpline was established, and has been such a success--a core of COSHH assessments made available to all, so that efforts can be focused on what COSHH is about, after all they are the Control not the Assessment Regulations.